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Avrticle type: Objective: Nurses are legally responsible and accountable for their independent care,
Review since their mistakes are serious and often irreparable. COVID-19 has made a legal
approach to nursing care an undeniable necessity. As nurses' roles expand, so does their
legal responsibility and safe nursing requires understanding the legal framework. Patient
complaints are rising for specific reasons (behavioural factors, costs, nurses' economic
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for proving negligence. (4) Causal relationship between error and injury; which is not
easily proven in some cases and requires expert scientific investigation.

Conclusions: The findings showed that during COVID-19, shortages of medicine and
equipment could violate a nurse's commitment and thus constitute nursing negligence.
However, in such situations, responsibility should not fall on the nurse alone. The
government and the health system must also acknowledge their share in creating these
shortages and must clearly determine the cause of death and the nurse's actual extent of
intervention. The honorable jury (Committee for Handling Violations) is likewise
required, while observing impartiality, to enumerate all factors contributing to nursing
negligence, not just the nurse. Since nurses, like doctors, are responsible for their own
fault, it is suggested that comprehensive legal training be provided for nurses, with
judicial authorities present, to clarify the conditions governing nursing negligence and
pave a clear path for the trial process.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Nurses bear legal responsibility for their independent care, examining and diagnosing
patient problems, planning, implementing, and evaluating care, and must answer for the
care they provide, since their mistakes are serious and often irreparable. The COVID-19
pandemic has made a legal approach in various cases an undeniable necessity. Over the past
decade, much effort has gone into preparing nurses for new care situations and crises, and
as nurses' roles and duties expand, so does their legal responsibility. Safe nursing therefore
requires an understanding of the legal framework every nurse must follow. Today, despite
the efforts of doctors, nurses, and other health workers, patient dissatisfaction and
complaints are rising. Causes fall into two groups: specific reasons (behavioural factors,
rising medical costs, nurses' economic needs, patients' negative mentality, and unauthorized
interference in nursing affairs) and general reasons (growing public awareness of the
Patient's Bill of Rights, declining public income and economic problems, and media
coverage). Nurses, as key members of the treatment team, are held directly or indirectly
responsible for errors leading to patient injury or death, which with the activation of the
nursing system organization and belief in the profession's scientific independence, makes
learning legal issues more urgent than ever. Evidence shows most nurses lack sufficient
knowledge of laws and regulations or have received no training in this field, and most want
such training. Nurses need awareness of legal concepts and defence rights for two reasons:
to ensure their decisions and actions comply with legal and professional principles, and to
understand the consequences of failing to meet legal standards. Familiarity with up-to-date
science, defined duties based on Ministry of Health guidelines, and the country's judicial
laws can create a solid foundation for effective bedside presence, prevent complaints, and
deliver care free from negligence and error — ultimately improving the quality of safe,
standard care and promoting community health. This study therefore examines the duties of
Iranian nurses in dealing with COVID-19 from the perspective of the country's laws and
regulations.

Method

This study was conducted using a descriptive method. By comprehensively reviewing the
legal and criminal laws of Iran, including laws related to retribution, blood money, and
fines, criminal cases related to types of nursing and medical negligence in the country's
medical crime courts, as well as examining the views of expert lawyers, focusing on general
criminal law and specific criminal law and crimes against individuals, the researchers have
raised and then answered questions about the negligence of Iranian nurses and their legal
duties in care challenges such as the Covid-19 epidemic.

Results
In order to establish and prove nursing negligence during the Covid-19 pandemic, four
main conditions must be met. These conditions are: 1) Duty: As soon as nursing care of a
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patient with Covid is accepted in any way (while on duty in the ward, privately and at
home, free of charge or in exchange for payment), this duty is established, and this
responsibility can be complete or relative. Obviously, proving this part will require a
careful review of nursing reports, case health rrecords, nursing service office reports, and
shift schedules. Given that most nursing errors occur between hospital shifts, based on
available statistics, determining the person responsible for the patient and assessing his or
her performance is usually difficult. 2) Negligence: Failure or negligence in performing a
duty that occurs in four forms: negligence, carelessness, lack of skill, and failure to comply
with government regulations, and is evaluated in legal opinions on this basis. Determining
the limits of individual duties and defining its standards in nursing science, determining and
separating the consequences of nursing actions from errors and negligence must be done
with sufficient accuracy in determining and proving a violation. 3) Physical or
psychological harm: In the event of physical or psychological harm to the patient and the
ability to determine the exact extent of this harm, the act performed in causing it can be
considered negligence. Obviously, cases such as transient headache, dizziness, physical
weakness, etc. are terms that are considered as a complaint until the exact cause is
determined and cannot be used to prove negligence. 4) Relationship between error and
injury: Proving the relationship between the error and the injury claimed by the patient is
not easy in some cases and its expert and scientific investigation is necessary; for example,
a non-sterile injection in the buttock area and the appearance of a lumbar disc one year after
the injection cannot be considered a scientifically accepted complication.

Conclusion

The emphasis of this article on the Covid-19 pandemic as a constraint of high importance
and severity confirms the effect of this issue on non-compliance with government
regulations as an example of negligence by nurses; with the explanation that if a medicine
or facilities or tools or equipment in the face of the treatment of Covid disease in the
hospital becomes scarce, the commitment by nurse is violated, and it is the government
system that must satisfy the cause of death and the extent of the nurse's intervention in the
force majeure situation, which is called special circumstances and the honorable jury
(Committee for Handling Violations), along with other causes and factors of nursing
negligence, by observing the principle of impartiality, enumerate the special circumstances.
Since, nurses like doctors, are responsible for their own actions due to their own fault; it is
suggested that a clear path be taken through the trial process regarding nursing negligence,
in the form of comprehensive training for nurses, with the presence of judicial authorities
and an explanation of the conditions governing nursing negligence.
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